
=
1876

St Thomas
BG

“Peter Chevate” ie. Pierre SERVET 
(2), born at Besançon, spent “20”, 

“28” or “29” years as the Door Keeper 
at the lodge of the French Hospital - 
Quarto Series Vol 53, Huguenot Soc. 

of London (then “Sarah Knock”).

Elizabeth Jane 
DAVISS

1810-1879

=
1805

=

=

=
1806

=
1868

=
1878
Poplar

=
1872 

BG

=
1872

=

=
1847

= =

=
1805

Hackney

=
1673

=
1772

St Dunstan
Stepney

Genealogical Table of the POYTON Family and their Connections

William POYTON

1750-

William POYTON William POYTON

Mary HALL

1752-

Jeanne BOUARD?Pierre SERVET

-1714

Richard Nevil 
POYTON
1790-

Elizabeth POYTON

1788-1773-1775 1775-1776 1777-

Mary Ann Maria 
NOQUET (2nd wife)

1814-

No issue.

William MARTIN

Mr BRYERS

1804-1872

=
1910

Mary HIGGINS

Adolphus HUNT

1849-

Henry BILLINGTON

William KING

1872-

Ellen DIGGINS

1876-1964

Albert BOREHAM

1881-1953

John GIBBARD

1882-1947

Kate ABREY

1869-1939

Helen CONNOR

1882-

Louisa OLIVER

1889-1977

Henry PHIPPS

1877-

Elizabeth VAUGHEN

1878-

?

-

Herbert POYTON was a 'Junior & 
Casualty Dresser' at Guys Hospital 

in 1905 [Vol 59].  He started his own 
dental practice a year later at 

Hackney.  He retired in 1936, but 
provided locum services during 

WWII at Theydon Bois to where the 
family had moved permanently.

Mary 

1823-

Mary Ann POYTON

1859-

Emma POYTON

1855-

William POYTON

1817-

=

=
1817
St Johns
Hackney

=
1840

St 
Dunstan

=
1866

=
1720

Pierre SERVET

1695- c1788 

Marie PRIOU

1698- 

Jane (Jeanne) 
SERVET
1720- 

Joseph HALL

 - 

Judith SERVET

1721- 

Abraham SERVET

1722- 

Jacob SERVET

1723- 

John HALL

1760-1847

Elizabeth HALL

1765-

=Richard POYTON

1720- 

Mary ?
Huguenot connection =

=
1750

Bart. POYTON

 - 

James POYTON

1794-1876

John POYTON

1779-1851

=
1804

Hackney

Susanna PRUDEN

1784-1836

William POYTON

1782-1846

Family originated 
from Normandy

John POYTON lived at 6 Underwood St.  He 
spent 50 years in the silk weaving trade in 

Spitalfields in “the plain line” formerly in 
“figured” and “velvets” - Parliamentary 

Select Committee Minutes 1832 & 1840.

Charles NOQUET 

William POYTON

1844-1934

William POYTON

1810-1881

Martha UNDERWOOD

1847-1938

Mary POYTON

1785-1854

1650s

1720s

1800s

Sarah RONDEAU

1786-1865

James POYTONSarah POYTON

1809- 1811-1897

John POYTON

1813-

Ann ROLT

1813-1884

5 younger offspringJoseph MONKSFIELD

1835-1910

=
1856
St John 

The Baptist 
Hoxton

Robert NOQUET

1788-

Mary NIALS

1788-

Came from Province 
of Picardy 1762

=

=
1809
Christ 
Church

1770s

1750s

1770

Emma POYTON

1835-1904 

Susannah POYTON

1807-1877

1830s
Rebecca BRYERS

1852-19461846-

Other offspring?

Ann PLUMPTON

1796-1872

Elizabeth MURRELL

 1780-1826
=

1795

George POYTON

c.1809-

Joseph Ebenezer 
POYTON
1777-

Jane COLLIER

1813-1905

= 1832

William KNOCK

1809-1874

=
1828

Abiathar Slater 
MEARS

1833-

Sarah Ann KNOCK ‡

1837-1868

=
1853

Martha Matilda 
KNOCK ‡

1843

Charles Abiather 
MEARS
1859-

James POYTON

-

Mary Ann POYTON

1826-

William CUSHWAY 

-

James Herbert 
DICKINSONMary Ann POYTON

1848-1890

=
1867

All Saints
 Stepney

Mr HUGHES/FLUDE

1850s

=
1893

All Saints
Stepney

=Martha POYTON

1867-1910 

William POYTON

1869-1908 

Jane CONNEW

1872-1932 
1870s

1900s

=1905=1900

Herbert POYTON

1876-1975

Edith POYTON

1872- 

Alfred HUNT

1872-194x

Other offspring

=1908 =1910

Agnes POYTON

1883-1967

Ruth POYTON

1881-1966 

1920s

1940s

==1922=1902=1911=1907=1895

Henry BILLINGTON

1869-1965

Edward BILLINGTON

1883-

William BILLINGTON

1881-1934

Emily BILLINGTON

1878-

Ernest BILLINGTON

1877-1946

Minnie BILLINGTON

1875-1955

Arthur BILLINGTON

1874-

Minnie BILLINGTON

1875-1955

Minnie BILLINGTON

1875-1955

Minnie BILLINGTON

1875-1955

1970s

Offspring: George b.c.1834, 
Joseph b.c.1836, James 

b.c.1838, Jane 1842, married 
Benjamin BUTTON, Caroline 
b.c.1849, Alfred A b.c.1851, 

Jabez b.c.1854, Amelia 
b.c.1856 married Matthew 

TOOTILL. [Gedcom]

Jessie POYTON

1879-1941 

Jabez POYTON

1819-

Elizabeth POYTON ‡

1844-

Ann Elizabeth 
POYTON ‡

1840-

John William 
POYTON
1837-

Ann Elizabeth 
HOOPER
1838-

John William 
POYTON
1869- 

Henry M POYTON

1875-

Ellen S POYTON

c.1881- 1874-1930

C. J. POYTON

1878-

Joseph, John & James POYTON were witnesses at House 
of Lords Session 1840 p260 - re Spitalfields Act, also 
1831. Joseph had several daughters – Sarah (1813), 
Hester (1816) and Hannah (1823) [1881 Census]. 

John RONDEAU

1754-1802

Jean RONDEAU

1706-1790

Margaret ROBARTS / 
ROBERTS

=
1775

=
1749

Jeanne Marthe 
CHALON=

1694

=
1792

Sarah SLYATT Magdelene 
VE(R/N)NELL

Jeanne BARQUET=

Jean RONDEAU was a master weaver 
from The Saintonge (Charente-

Maritime), born in Paris/Sedan.  He had 
11 children; 4 sons and 5 daughters 
were living at his death:  Abraham, 
Isaac, John, Mary Anne, Louiza, 

Margaret, Susan and Jane.  He left 
£1000 shared between some 

daughters and John (Jean), and 
messuage to wife.

James POYTON, a silk weaver all his 
life, lived at 5 Moss St., and died in the 
French Hospital, Victoria Park.  Siblings 

Elizabeth & Mary “had their names 
down to go in house, but died before it 
came to their turn” - William d.1881.

Samuel ROLT

1796-1837

Hester VENELE=
1809

=
1836

James John 
UNDERWOOD

1816-

Ann BROWN

1813-

Ann ROGERS

c.1815-

=
1833

Henry BILLINGTON was 
a “busy” little man, with a 
hooked nose, who wore 
pince-nez [Ken Poyton].

Silk printer.  Lived at 7 Arrow St., West 
Ham when married, and had 9 sons and a 
daughter.  In 1881 Census his occupation 

was noted as “shingler ironworks”.

= Catherine ?

-

James UNDERWOOD

-

Silk dyer [KT]

William POYTON was 
baptised in Spitalfields 

(church), Stepney. Lived 
at 19 West St. (with 

Mary?).

Silk weaver.

=David NIALS

-

The NIALS lived at 
8 Church St., BG

Eldest child, (presumably earlier ones died) Lydia 
Jane AYRES 1824-1878, married neighbour 

Thomas Daniel SOUL b.1818, a silk weaver, at St. 
Peters, BG in 1846.  They lived at 3 Green St.  

Their daughter, Lydia SOUL, died in the F.H. 1919.

Widowed by the time of 1881 
Census, when Emma was re-
living with her parents again.

= 1887 Hackney

?

-Louisa Mary 
HEMSTEAD

1860-

Originally 
recorded as 
'Elezebeth'.

As mentioned in the 
“Proceedings of HSoL 

1894 Vol IV”.

Elizabeth SILK

-

Emma Susannah 
MONKSFIELD
1857-1929

William Holroyd BELL

1851-

William POYTON worked at T 
Harrild (printers) in 1865. 

Subsequently worked at Bank of 
England as a compositor.  

POYTON family lived at 29 Harts 
Lane, BG [1881 Census].

Lived at 58 Jodrell 
Rd, Bow.  Stationers 

warehouseman, 
unemployed [1881 

Census].

James Ebenezer 
POYTON

1811-1894

= 1835 St Matthew BG

An earlier 'John', born 1807, 
died in infancy [deduction]..

Stayed at Esther (b. 1791 – 
Emma's grandmother?) and 

John LYONS' household 
during 1841 Census.

2000s

James - 1838, William - 1840, Eliza/Esther - 1846, 
Susannah - 1848-1908 (Hilary Van Herk, Susannah's 
great-great-granddaughter, says that she was deaf 

and died after being struck by a London tram - 
Margaret Frall.), James - 1859. -  1841/51/61/71 

Censuses. Transcribed as: 'PAYTON' in '41, 
'BAYTON' in '51 and 'PEYTON' in '71.

'Resided'/ 
languished at 

Claybury 
Lunatic Asylum.

Offspring: Elizabeth 1837, James S. 
1839 (married Emma b.1842), 

William H. 1844 (married Emma 
COOPER - son William H. 1868 

married Christina POPE), Mary Ann 
1846. [Lara P & 1851 Census].

Boot machinist 
before marriage.

Silk weaver [KT]

Applied to French 
School – but was 
too old.  Taught, 
then became an 
Headmistress.

Joan POYTON?

1732-1747

John HALL was 
admitted into the 

French Hospital in 
1844 [KT].

Notes
Many of the 17th and 18th Century Poyton ancestors were French protestant refugees 
(Huguenots) who were weavers in the silk trade (by far the largest group of Huguenot 
immigrants) or in associated trades (e.g. dyers, printers).  They were known as “round-
arsed weavers” because they spent all day sat at a treadle-operated loom.  Our 
Huguenots ancestors settled in East London - mostly in Spitalfields and the parish of St 
Matthew, Bethnal Green - and remained there until the early 1900s.

In 1848, The Spitalfields Acts regulated wages and living conditions of weavers living 
within a 40 mile radius of London which paralysed the industry.  Weavers moved out of 
London to nearby towns where they were not restricted by the Acts.  In 1860 a treaty 
between England and France removed import/export duties from a wide range of goods 
which aggravated the demise of the silk weaving industry in Britain.

The surname 'Poyton' appears in on-line census records variously as 'Paylor', 'Payton', 
'Peyton' etc. - usually because the original, hand-written legend was mis-transcribed.  
Our ancestors seemed content to adhere to the established convention of naming their 
eldest offspring after their parent's Christian names.  Confusion in the family was usually 
avoided by referring to offspring by their second name or a nick-name.

Several female ancestors (‡) attended a French Protestant School, founded in 1747 in 
the Savoy Palace area by Huguenots.  The school moved to Spring Gardens and then, 
in 1845, to Bloomsbury St. attached to the church.  (The address eventually migrated to 
'Shaftesbury Avenue'.)   See “Proceedings of HSoL Vol IV” pp 355 onward.

A French Hospital opened in 1718 by Victoria Park, Bethnal Green, (see photo on left) 
for those who could prove their French heritage.  Several of our ancestors chose it as a 
final retreat, once a place came available.

More detail may be available in references given on the website: 
http://dipnd.uk/compot/family.  This site also has links to family trees related to this one. 

=
1813

Hackney

Caroline Lucy MIZON

1796-1872

John POYTON

 Bap. 1757 

Sarah POYTON

 Bap. 1753 

Other female 
offspring

-

Died in Bethnal Green workhouse – before 
the French Hospital had a place for her.

Rebecca 1805-67 m. Thomas 
HAZELDINE (lived in West Street. 

Their d. Ann b.1845 m. George 
HOLLAND);  Anne b.1826 m. George 

BURGESS (paper stainer) 1842; 
Priscilla b.1829 m. John ADAMS 1852.

A silk weaver living at 
3 Braemar St. – 1871 
and 1881 Censuses.

Abraham NOQUET

17xx-17xx

?=

Came from Celle 
en Poictou - Vol 53

 Pierre SERVET (1) fled to 
England from Besançon after 
The Revocation of The Edict 
of Nantes, 1685.  Family lore 
recounts that he fled hidden 

in an apple barrel.

Other 'KNOCK' offspring: 
John T b.c. 1832, James 
b.1836, Charles b.1838, 
Elizabeth b.1840. Grand-
daughter: Martha WHITE.

.Ann's siblings: Samuel b.1809, 
Matilda b.1815, and five subsequently.

Esther ROLT 
subsequently married 
John LIONS in 1834 at 

St John, Hackney.

For ancestors, see 'Diggins' 
family tree (on this site). 

Ellen was a Glove maker.

Jean Rondeau, master weaver, 
was sexton of the church in 

Spitalfields for 29 years.

Elizabeth ROSE

 - 

Elizabeth POYTON

1718-

Hannah MOORE

 - 

Richard POITON, a  dyer 
from Wandsworth, married 

Elizabeth in April 1750 - 
when she was c.4 months 

pregnant. [Clandestine 
Marriages Register].

Other offspring: 
Eliza, Samuel and 
George [Lara P.]

James AYRES 
(HAYES/HAYRES)

1785-18xx

Mary POYTON

1785-1854

POYTON family 
lived at East St.

Before marriage 
lived in Harts Lane.

William KNOCK was a cordwainer 
in 1837, and a shoemaker in 

Stratford in 1850.  Sarah KNOCK 
was a beershop keeper until her 

husband's death in 1874 [Quarto].

Offspring: Lydia, Joseph, 
John 1831, James 1832.

Henry POYTON

1838-

Cigar maker.  
Family lived at 
12 Clarkson 

St., BG [1881 
Census].

Silk weaver.  Family lived at 16 
George St., BG [1881 Census].

Samuel POYTON

1816-1882

Seemingly married twice. First in 
1836 (South Hackney) and 

subsequently in 1867 (St James 
The Great, BG) when Marriage 
certificate claimed that James 

POYTON & Ann were widower & 
widow. 1841 census indicates they 
lived, together with their children, at 

275 Green St. (Whitechapel).“Samuel and Esther 
ROULT” (Deptford) 

on Ann's birth 
certificate [Fam. S.]

William POYTON

1801-

Married Ann Jane 
SPROUL in 1836, 
separated, then 
lived with Esther 
Gorbold/Moseley.

John POYTON

A seemingly  unaffiliated “John POYTON” m. Mary SMITH in 1764 at St 
Matthew, BG; a widower John P, in 1792, m. Esther WEBBER at St 

Botolph, Bishopsgate - 'Ancestry'.
A possible descendant, John POYTON b.c.1807, in 1833 married 

Caroline DURELL b.1813 at BG (“'Le Fevre” and “Burdett” witnessed.)

Married Margaret - their son 
William 1752 -1832 married 

Mary [Margaret Frall]. 

Priscilla HOVEY

1810-1833

Harriet POYTON

1832-1895

= 1831 St Matthew

In 1855, at St. James 
The Less, BG, Harriet, 
living at 12 Cranbrook 

St., married John 
SLATER, a weaver.  

They lived at 21 Bostock 
St (Docks) [p424 Vol 53 

Quarto Series].

Elder offspring Mary 
Ann ([Gedcoms] - so 
suspect) m. Joseph 
FAGE in.1825 and 

Benjamin FOLLETT 
in 1834.

=Pierre PRIOU

1672-

Marie Godeme

Richard and Hannah were 
recorded as  “parents” on 
Sarah's Birth Certificate.

Hand-loom weaver.  Lived at 20 Hunt Street 
Mile End with the Noquets [1851 Census]

William lived at 
Philpot St with 

Priscilla at Harriet's 
birth, then North 

Conduit St.

Younger offspring 
Clara b.c.1846

MF has produced 
a family tree.

Sophia MONKSFIELD, Emma's 
younger sister, spoke a kind of 
French patois - according to her 
granddaughter, Joan Greenleaf.

John chaired 
meetings of the Silk 

Weavers' association. 
 [The Morning Post].

©August 2018 Colin Poyton - Based on Herbert Poyton's family chart dated 1934

For security and privacy reasons, the version that includes from 1900 onwards, is only available to known family members

Key

Pale yellow, bold box signifies direct lineage to Colin Poyton
Grey line - Used to differentiate between connections that cross

? Used where information is not certain
‡ Attended French Protestant School
= Married
m. Married
≠ Not Married
Bap. or b. Baptised
dv. Divorced
FH French Hospital
BG Bethnal Green
KT Katie Hill
P Poyton

Christian 
SURNAME

Abraham NOQUET

1731-1813

Robert NOQUET

1760-1810

Ann DORE

Anne PAULIN

-

Isaac RONDEAU

Jean RONDEAU

1666-1740

=
1786

St 
Dunstan

Edward RONDEAU

-

Lived at 4 Wilkes Street. 
[Sylvia Wilmot & Stan Rondeau]

.MEARS lineage 
from Silvia Wilmot


